Club/Sports Issues

In the US the Sports class is an invaluable addition to the contest menu available to pilots who enjoy contest flying. Being the only class that uses a handicap to equalize glider performance, its greatest appeal is to the many pilots who eschew the hopeless pursuit of owning the latest composite extravagance. 

Some other reasons for flying Sports competitions are the no-water hassle, preference for the pilot selected task (PST), and, for nationals, less driving when one is closer.  This class also is considered to be the least formidable for new pilots who want to get into competition. This is especially true for regional contests where awards are  restricted to pilots with a ranking of less than .86.  The popular Seniors contests likewise  use a handicap, leading Dick Johnson to observe that the Sports class is the entry and exit level class for competition pilots.

The concept of a less expensive, handicap-stabilized soaring class has been growing steadily here and abroad with the first world competition to be held in Australia in 2001. As in the US, all tasks will be PSTs, but, unlike us, the range of gliders will be restricted to a narrower performance range. As in Europe, this so-called “Club class” is constantly being redefined but presently allows ships that fall between a standard Cirrus and an ASW-20. 

Sports class concerns have traditionally occupied the lion’s share of rules committee time, and the past year was no different. Currently we are exploring what, if anything, needs to be done to accommodate the more restrictive  Club class rules into our Sports class. Should we have a separate class or a class within a class? Should prospective team members be required to find a different ship if their  Nimbus 3, LS-6 orASW-27 is outside the performance envelope? 

The evolution of our Sports class will most likely reflect the character of the US soaring scene. While European countries have a strong club system with large fleets of LS-4-type ships we feature individual owners  with a wide variety of gliders and greater distances  between contest sites. 
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