Competition Rules Report

The MAT

The modified assigned task is similar to the assigned task (AT) in that the route is a series of turnpoints flown in a prescribed order, but with the difference that it is time-constrained rather than having a set distance.

Conceived by Dave Welles and incorporated into the Sports Class several years ago and flown on a waiver basis at two FAI regionals, it has been found to offer some advantages as well as disadvantages compared to the AT. For 1999 the task has been made available to all regional competitions with the hope that its advantages will be welcomed by pilots and competition directors and experiece will help fine tune it.

The new task is a series of turnpoints laid out so that the later legs are positioned such that it is practicable to finish after a minimum time is flown. In other words, it is configured so that  a slow pilot (approximately 75% of the winners speed) would be in a position to finish, while faster pilots would fly one or more additional legs to run out at least the minimum time. As with the PST, pilots may fly longer (more legs) than the min time, but if they finish under time their distance is divided by the min time.

Task setters can design the course so that the minimum time will allow pilots to fly a PST series after the last assigned tp, or it can be made so long that everyone will fly home from some point on the assigned route. To make it feasible for both fast and slow pilots to finish, the last legs should be positioned in such a way that all pilots have that option.

The main advantage  noticed by pilots using the MAT is the higher completion rate, but not at the expense of under-calling the day for faster pilots. For contests flown at sites with less than ideal landing terrain the full potential of the day is available to all the pilots and the amount of loitering prior to starting is reduced. Time constrained tasks result in more of the soarable potential of the day being used, while fixed distance tasks necessarily result in either more off-field landings and the costs associated with them, or a truncated soaring day.

A disadvantage to the MAT is that as presently scored it can produce multiple ties. This happens when pilots decide that finishing in less than the min time is preferable to flying another leg. A weather situation or poor layout of the course can produce such an event. Some pilots might also object to the need to fly the latter part of the task closer to home than might be the case with the AT. Because of its assigned course nature it also contains many of the characteristics of the AT: gaggling, leeching and score leveling.

It is hoped that this addition to the tasks available for regional competition will be used and that suggestions for improvement will be made to the rules committee.
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