Going It Alone

A couple decades ago virtually all competitors at soaring contests arrived with at least a crew of one, and many times the support crew consisted of the whole family. The duties of these draftees were not limited to the exertion of assembling the ponderous birds of the day, they were also expected to drag stone-age trailers around the task, preferably directly under HRH, so that the inconvenience of  rural visitations would be minimized.  

When some pilots stopped sending their crews forth it was considered to be downright foolhardy. And when these same iconoclasts began arriving at contests a few year later sans crew, the head scratching continued.

Fast forward to the present where, for a variety of reasons, contestants with crews are in the minority at many contests! Support and procedures for this reality have been more ad hoc and band aid than pro-active, so we need to organize our thinking in this area to keep contests attractive. Historically relegated to the status of lepers, the crewless aeronauts should work with organizers, CD’s and other pilots to make their lot as easy as possible. 

Some of the things that our soaring Lone Rangers can do to make life easier for themselves are:

1. Pair up with another you-do-it pilot and help each other rig and get to the runway. 

2. Return your vehicle to the trailer, hook it up so that it is ready to roll, and leave the keys in it. 

3. Alternatively (or in addition to), have a written check list of all items to be attended to by the retriever. 

4. Make contingency arrangements in the event there are mass land outs. You may want to give a higher priority to finding an airport and taking an aerial retrieve. 

5. Get cell phone numbers for multiple backup drivers. 

6. Deport yourself in a most obeisant and grateful manner despite the confluence of undeserved bad luck that befell you.

7. If you get around the course, stay tuned to the retrieve office so that you can practice the golden rule of the crewless. (Remember: A free dinner is just a phone call away.)

Organizers can help too.

1. At registration make a list of the crewless, including their cell phone numbers.

2. Before the first contest day get all the crewless pilots together and circulate phone numbers and other information.

3. Create a duty roster for each contest day where volunteers hang around the retrieve office until all pilots are accounted for.

4. Ask for “locals” to help with retrieves and make them known to the pilots. 

Better tasking, better gliders, and better pilots have reduced, but not eliminated, the chances of landing where your trailer isn’t. Contingency planning by pilots and organizers can make this eventuality less onerous for those who choose to go it alone. 
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