THE SCORING PROGRAM

Scoring a contest was once a local effort involving a couple volunteers hacking away on a desk top calculator until the wee hours of morning. The computerization of all things great and small has brought the computer and its necessary programming to the scoring shack where the scorer, using giga byte capacity computers operating at nano second speeds, computes to (you guessed it) the wee hours of the morning. 

Apparently, the vastly increased capacity of computers has been just about cancelled out by the increasing complexity of the scoring formulas and intolerance of computers for any inputs they consider to be lacking in some (to normal mortals) inexplicable detail. Where a human with calculator could fudge a thing or two to get the right result, the computer’s stubbornness can lead to creative profanity followed by a central core meltdown. 

Enter Winscore. Guy Ford Byars saw the need for a standardized, facile program that would have support; i.e., the inventor would be around to answer maydays from the scorers at contests. On his own, with no indication of any compensation for an effort that would have cost well into 5 figures at commercial rates,  he wrote the Winscore program that has been adopted as the standard SSA scoring system. 

Initially, Guy requested a “good will” donation from any contest that used the program, but within the last year an agreement has been reached with the SSA whereby he receives a three-figure annual remuneration to revise the program according to annual rules revisions, be “handy” during national contests for problem solving, for creation of the program and for a generous supply of the anti-depressants that must be required by a computer masochist such as he. 

If you happen to dine with the scorer at a contest (unlikely, since they are brought pizzas to keep them awake at the aerodrome) or a scoring programmer like Bill Ruehle, Jim Bobo or Guy Ford Byars, pick up the tab – they deserve it!

